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• Creation of a high-quality amenity for pedestrians,

cyclists and disabled users along the Marina from the

junction with Centre Park Road to Blackrock Harbour.

• Provision of new seating areas, plazas, and balconies

at intervals along the proposed promenade.

• Provision of new pedestrian and cycle access points

from the Marina Promenade into the adjacent Marina Park

including Atlantic Pond and the Cork City to Passage West

Greenway.

• Retention of the formal tree planting along the route

• Protection and enhancement of the natural heritage,

green space and biodiversity of the area.

• Provision of an access road serving Lee Rowing Club,

Pairc Ui Chaoimh/Atlantic Pond and the lands in between.

• Provision of public lighting and feature lighting

along the length of the Marina

• Other associated works including street furniture,

utility ducting, etc.

Cork City Council appointed a multi-disciplinary team led 

by OCSC Engineering consultant with OKRA landscape 

architects. The team brings expertise in the areas of planning, 

public realm, urban and landscape design, transportation 

and civil engineering design and environmental assessment.

The purpose of the proposals are to deliver the following 

outcomes:

1. Creation of a place with a unique feel marking it out

as a key attraction in Cork City.

2. Provision of an end-product fully integrated with the

rest of the Marina Park and the Passage Railway Greenway

3. Creation of a car free zone between Centre Park

Road and Church Avenue.

4. Creation of a continuous wide promenade with

considerable numbers of recreational and commuter

pedestrians and cyclists.

5. Creation of a pleasant, attractive and safe space with

adequate provision of seating, bike parking, recreational

space and a number of focal points along the promenade.

6. Retention and strengthening of the formal tree

planting along the route

7. Protection and enhancement of the natural heritage,

green space and biodiversity of the area.

8. Provision of a quality lighting solution along the

length of the Marina

9. Provision of a high-quality landscaped space

10. Provision of upgraded and future proofed drainage,

communication, electrical and other utility services.

iew


      

         



     

   







       





       





       





Marina Promenade boundary

marina promenade

3



1.0 introduction
1.2 The vision for the PROMENADE

The objectives of the proposed scheme are:

1.	 Provide a unique attraction for Cork City which will 

serve to integrate the Marina Park, the Passage Railway 

Greenway, Blackrock Village and Docklands. 

2.	 Provide significantly improved infrastructure for 

cyclists and pedestrians along the Marina and improve its 

commuter, recreation and amenity value. 

3.	 Create a sense of space for visitors of the area. 

4.	 Provide for improved integration with the greenway by 

providing a focal point at the main entrance to the improved 

Greenway on the Marina. 

5.	 Provide for protection and an enhanced appreciation 

of the formal tree planting along the Marina. 

6.	 Deliver measures to improve the travel experience 

along the corridor to enhance the user’s journey, safety and 

convenience. 

7.	 Provide a safe, attractive and enjoyable riverside 

experience for users of the Promenade.

The Promenade will be car free from Centre Park Road to 

Church Avenue, providing a shared surface for pedestrians 

and cyclists with a total paved width of 6.0m, widening to 

7.0m at the filtered permeability gate at Church Avenue. 

Maintenance vehicles associated with the Promenade, the 

Marina Park, the Irish Water pumping station and utilities 

infrastructure as well as emergency vehicles will be able to 

access the Promenade through demountable and retractable 

bollards.   

Between Church Avenue and Blackrock, the existing road 

provides vehicular access to private residential properties, 

and this will be maintained.  Along this section, the existing 

road comprises a 2.5m-wide footpath on the southern 

side, a 4.80m-wide two-way carriageway and a 3.2m-wide 

footpath on the northern side.  

Birds eye view 

The dimensions of the southern footpath will be retained, 

whilst the surface finish and kerbline will be renewed.  It is 

proposed to reduce the width of the carriageway to 4.8m, 

allowing the northern footpath to increase in width to 3.2m.  

The traffic volume, traffic speed and proposed carriageway 

width are suitable for a Shared Street cycling regime, in 

accordance with the National Cycle Manual. 

The proposed design provides an access road serving Lee 

Rowing Club, adjacent proposed rowing facility, Pairc Ui 

Chaoimh and Atlantic Pond. The road will be a 5.0m wide 

two way carriageway with raised table crossing facilitating 

boats and pedestrian movement to the pontoon. It will 

include a set down area, blue card parking and will interface 

with the with the existing path from Marina Park Phase 1.
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Located along the south bank of the River Lee, the Marina 

Promenade Part 8 application area includes ca. 4.54 

hectares, located within the larger 32 hectares Marina Park 

Masterplan.

The immediately surrounding area consists of industrial, 

residential, educational, recreational/community and 

commercial/retail business land uses. To the north, the 

study area is bounded by the Lee River. Lee Rowing Club, 

Páirc Uí Chaoimh, The Atlantic Pond, Galweys Dundanion 

Castle, Holland Park, and residential areas all lie to the south 

of the promenade. To the east is Cork Boat Club, residential 

housing, and Lough Mahon. Shandon Boat Club, Marina 

Commercial Park and Kennedy Quay are located to the west 

of the site.

The design of the proposed scheme was developed with 

regard to the following: 

•	 Cork City Development Plan 2015-2021

•	 Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy 2040

•	 The Marina Park Masterplan 

•	 The Marina Park Part 8 Planning Report 

•	 The Marina Park Progress Report 

•	 Passage Railway Greenway Phase 1 Design 

•	 Marina Park Phase 1 Design

•	 Draft Cork City Development Plan 2022-2028

The Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy 2040 

(CMATS) has been developed by the National Transport 

agency (NTA) in collaboration with Transport Infrastructure 

Ireland (TII), Cork City Council and Cork County Council.  

This strategy takes its lead at national level from the National 

Planning Framework 2040 and the National Development 

Plan 2018-2027 and builds on previous transport studies 

including Cork City Centre Movement strategy, Cork Area 

Strategic Plan (CASP) and the Cork Metropolitan Cycle 

2.0 context
2.1 Site context

Network Plan.  CMATS identifies the need to incorporate 

more active travel and incidental exercise into our transport 

system.

The Cork City Development Plan identifies the docklands 

as an area for significant population and employment 

growth. The Marina Promenade will serve to complement 

the redevelopment of the docklands as well as encourage 

greater recreational activity between Docklands and 

Blackrock Village.

Atlantic Pond

Outfall

Pump 

Station

Woodland

Woodland

Holland Park

Woodland

Marsh

Depot

Existing Marina Promenade

Map showing the main features of the site

Layout Plan
SCALE: 1:2500

 Site Location Map
SCALE: 1:20,000

FOR SETTING OUT REFER TO ARCHITECT'S DRAWINGS.

· THIS DRAWING TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH ALL OTHER
ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING DRAWINGS AND ALL OTHER
RELEVANT DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS.

· DO NOT SCALE THIS DRAWING. USE FIGURED DIMENSIONS ONLY.

· NO PART OF THIS DOCUMENT MAY BE REPRODUCED OR TRANSMITTED
IN ANY FORM OR STORED IN ANY RETRIEVAL SYSTEM OF ANY NATURE
WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF O'CONNOR SUTTON CRONIN
AS COPYRIGHT HOLDER EXCEPT AS AGREED FOR USE ON THE PROJECT
FOR WHICH THE DOCUMENT WAS ORIGINALLY ISSUED.
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urban Context

The Marina Promenade is part of the Marina Park Masterplan 

approved in 2013, to create a 32 hectares regional park 

at the east of Cork City. The Marina Park is central to the 

redevelopment of the South Docks area. The regeneration 

of the Cork Docklands area is a key part of the strategy for 

growth in the wider region to meet the objectives of social, 

economic, and environmental sustainability as advocated in 

the Cork Docklands Development Strategy 2001 (CDDS).

The Promenade will also benefit the wider city through 

the development of cycle and pedestrian connecting links 

to the city, the greenway, west of Shandon Boat Club and 

eastwards to Blackrock Village and Blackrock Castle and the 

Mahon walkway. 

In the close proximity to the Marina Promenade area, the 

development of Pairc Ui Chaoimh, the completion of phase 

1 and Greenway, the proposed scheme for the Marina Park 

the phase 2  and Blackrock village, create a network of 

high quality public amenities that form the Marina Park 

Masterplan and beyond.

PLANNING CONTEXT 

The South Docks Drainage Strategy (Levels Strategy Stage 2)

Cork Docklands Development Strategy 2001 (CDDS)

South Docks Local Area Plan, 2008

Cork City Docks Issues Paper 2017

Cork City Development Plan 2015-2021

Cork City Draft Development Plan 2022-2028

Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy (CMATS)

South Docks Drainage Strategy (Levels Strategy Stage 2)

city 

centre

Docklands Monahan Road Blackrock Village & Boat ClubGlenveagh Development Tivoli Docks Blackrock Castle

2.0 context
2.1 site context

Docklands Monahan Road Blackrock Village & Boat ClubGlenveagh Development Tivoli Docks Blackrock Castle
Docklands Monahan Road Blackrock Village & Boat ClubGlenveagh Development Tivoli Docks Blackrock Castle

Docklands Monahan Road Blackrock Village & Boat ClubGlenveagh Development Tivoli Docks Blackrock Castle
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1. Glenveagh & Tedcastles Housing Development

2. Docklands

3. Tivoli Docks

4. Black Rock Village and Boat Club		  7. Monahan Road

5. Marina Park Phase 1				   8. Marina Park Phase 2

6. Greenway      				    9. Pairc Ui Chaoimh
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2.0 CONTEXT
2.3 site history and HISTORICAL FEATURES ALONG THE PROMENADE 

SITE HISTORY 

In the mid 18th century the first phase of what would become 

the Promenade Marina was constructed. The Navigation 

Wall (or New Wall, as it was then known) commenced 

further to the west of the proposed development at the 

Promenade Marina. It was completed by 1761 and is depicted 

on O’Connor’s Map of 1774. The New Wall approximately 

extended from Victoria Road to near the site of the present-

day Atlantic Pond. It was used as a tracking wall to guide 

ships up the River Lee to Cork Harbour and also to bring 

ships into Cork City’s South Docks area. The area to the 

south of the wall was muddy reclaimed alluvial land known 

as ‘slobland’. The OS map of 1869 shows that the Marina is 

still named as Navigation Wall and lined with trees. The fine 

row of elm trees were planted along the road in c.1856 by 

Prof Edmund Murphy of Queen’s College Cork. Along the 

river wall, steps are depicted on the OS map of 1869 and

called “Landing Places”. The promenade was completed in 

1870 and renamed “The Marina” by the Gaelic poet and 

scholar Donncha Ó Floinn imitating the recently given name 

of reclaimed land near Palermo, in Sicily. 

A full archaeological, architectural heritage & cultural 

heritage impact assessment has been conducted by 

Colm Flynn Archaeology; the findings are presented in the 

Archaeological, Architectural Heritage & Cultural Heritage 

Impact Assessment Report in Appendix 02.
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1. The Shandon Boat club (picture 1890)

2. Sebastopol gun

3. Captain Hanson Flag Pole (present day)

4. The Lee rowing club (Picture: 1954)

5. Atlantic pond, before drainage and construction

6. Crinolin bridge

7. Barrington’s Folly (present day)

8. Cork Blackrock and Passage Railway Line

(1910)

9. Band Stand, The Marina, c.1890
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2.0 History of the Site

Marina park is located at the base of an 
escarpment following the Old Blackrock Road 
westwards from the city, within the suburb of 
Ballintemple. Lining the road is a procession of 
large villas with extensive gardens, constructed 
by the wealthy citizens of Cork during the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Most 
of these houses remain largely intact, sitting 
along the ridge behind the park, however, many 
of the original gardens have been subdivided 
into plots to accommodate later residential 
development in the form of smaller houses and 
housing estates. The park site was reclaimed 
following the building of a sea wall the better to 
define the port entrance, increase the rate of flow 
to resist silting, allowing ships of deeper draft to 
reach the city quays. The slob land behind was 
slowly reclaimed by backfilling with dredging 
material from the river bed during the following 
decades. By the middle of the nineteenth century 
the western half of the new land was being used as 
a city park with a large racecourse. 

The Marina Park to the east was reclaimed later, 
with the extension of the quay walls and the 

introduction of the railway line serving Cork, 
Blackrock and Passage West. 
The eastern side of the reclaimed land continues 
to be used for recreation; with the green areas 
lining the Marina road, the former railway line 
and the Atlantic Pond combining to create a 
pleasant urban amenity. However, outside these 
areas the park is ill-defined and overgrown, and 
much of the built heritage is difficult to access and 
at risk due to neglect. 

The Navigation (or New) Wall was built in the 
1760’s to prevent the silting up of the south 
channel of the River Lee close to the mouth of the 
harbour. At this time, many of the larger ships 
were obliged to disembark their goods at Passage 
West for transport into the city. It consists of 
a stone quay wall nearly three kilometres in 
length that narrowed the width of the river to 
accommodate larger boats with deeper draughts. 

On the 1842 first edition OS map the quay is 
entitled ‘Navigation Walk’, suggesting that it 
was used as a promenade from an early stage. It 
also served as a tow-path and at a width up to 

Band Stand, The Marina, c.1890 (source: Cork CIty Through Time by Kieran McCarthy & Dan Breen)

9
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3.0 design proposal
3.1 MARINA PROMENADE concept

Promenade

Concept diagram showing the hierarchy of the spaces along the promenade

Plazas Balconies and connection with Marina Park

MARINA PROMENADE CONCEPT

•	 Marina Promenade provides a new car-free shared 

pathway for pedestian and bicycles running through 

the beautiful double tree-row of mature existing 

trees from Centre Park Road to Church Avenue. 

•	 Three plazas are designed in correspondence to the 

main connection points: the Western Plaza, near the 

Centre Park Road; the Atlantic Pond plaza; the Eastern 

plaza, directly connected with the Greenway.

•	 Along the promenade, a sequence of balconies, 

designed as a paving extension of the promenade, 

are placed  in between the bigger plazas, providing 

space for rest and open views toward the River Lee. 

•	 The connection to marina park Phase 1 and 2 will be 

improved though locating proposed new entrances with 

bike parking and direct access to the Park.

marina promenade
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3.0 design proposal
MARINA PROMENADE impression
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3.0 design proposal
DESIGN PRINCIPLES FOR THE PROMENADE

1
2

3

4

5

1. Feature kerb 400 mm wide

2. Narrow kerb 100 mm wide

3. Shared surface in seamless material 6.0 m

4. Milestones

5. Planting integrated under the existing trees

Design references

marina promenade
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3.0 design proposal
DESIGN PRINCIPLES FOR THE BALCONIES

1

2

3

4

6

5

1. Feature kerb 400 mm wide

2. Narrow kerb 100 mm wide

3. Shared surface in seamless material 6.0 m 

wide

4. Milestones

5. Bench

6. Planting integrated under the existing trees

Design references 3D study of the balcony - rendered 
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MARINA PROMENADE WEST SIDE, PART 2

MARINA PROMENADE WEST SIDE, PART 1

1

2

3

3.0 design proposal
3.3 marina promenade GENERAL ARRANGEMENT - WEST

1. Shared surface 6.00 m wide
2. Vehicular access 5.00 m wide
3. Grasscrete 3.50 m wide

marina promenade
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3.0 design proposal
WESTERN ENTRANCE

Lee Rowing Club

1
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1. Shared surface 6.00 m wide

2. Feature kerb 400 mm wide

3. Vehicular access 5.00 m wide

4. Western Entrance Plaza

5. Space for Food Truck and tables

6. Bench 

7.  Existing pontoon

8. Grasscrete surface 3.5 m wide

9. Bulbs

10. Existing double tree row retained

11. Disabled parking

12. Raised crossings 

13. Retractable bollards

14. Removable bollards

8
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10
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14

Design references
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Lee Rowing Club

7

1

2

3

6

4

8

5

10

11

11

9

3.0 design proposal
WESTERN PLAZA

1. Shared surface 6.00 m wide

2. Feature kerb 400 mm wide

3. Vehicular access 5.00 m wide

4. Western Entrance Plaza

5. Space for Food Truck and tables

6. Bench 

7. Bulbs

8. Existing double tree row retained

9. Raised crossings 

10. Retractable bollards

11. Removable bollards

Design references

11
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3.0 design proposal
WESTERN PLAZA impression

marina promenade
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3.0 design proposal
ATLANTIC POND PLAZA

1. Shared surface 6.00 m wide

2. Feature kerb 400 mm wide

3. Existing shelter

4. Plaza

5. Space for Food Truck and tables

6. Picnic tables

7.  Tree bench

8. Built-in bench and planter 

9. Atlantic Pond access

10. Existing greenway

11. Proposed new planting

12. Existing wall

13. Flower meadow

14. Bench

15. Bike parking

Atlantic Pond
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Design references
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3.0 design proposal
ATLANTIC POND PLAZA impression
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MARINA PROMENADE EAST SIDE, PART 2

MARINA PROMENADE EAST SIDE, PART 1

3.0 design proposal
3.4 marina promenade GENERAL ARRANGEMENT - EAST

1. Northern footpath 3.20 m wide
2. Road 4.8m m wide
3. Retained footpath 2.5 m wide

1

2

3
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3.0 design proposal
EASTERN PLAZA

1. Shared surface 6.00 m wide

2. Feature kerb 400 mm wide

3. Greenway entrance

4. Plaza in permeable surface

5. Tree bench

6. Space for Food Truck and tables

7. Bench

8. Flower meadow

9. Existing wall

10. Existing double tree row retained

11. Bike parking

1

2
3

6

4

5

7

8

10

11

9

Design references
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3.0 design proposal
TRAINER PATH

1. Shared surface 6.00 m

2. Large kerb 400 mm wide

3. Access to the riverside (width 2m)

4. Green embankment

5. Bench type B

6. Flower meadow

7. Existing wall

8. Existing double tree row retained

9. Railing

1

2

3

3

3

4

8

9

6

7

5

Design references
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3.0 design proposal
typical balcony

1. Shared surface 6.00 m wide

2. Large kerb 400 mm wide

3. Bench 

4. Marina Park entrance 

5. Existing wall

6. Planting 

7. Existing double tree row retained

1

2

3

6

7

4

5

Design referencesStudy model of the balcony

marina promenade

21



Paving Type 1: Promenade
Aesthetic asphalt

400 mm wide
white concrete 
400x2000x200 mm

Paving Type 2: Vehicular road
Aesthetic asphalt

Paving Type 3: Plazas
Resin bound

Paving Type 5: Grasscrete.
Pervious reinforced concrete structure with-
grass growing in the voids of the structure

AESTHETIC POLISHED ASPHALT 

LARGE CONCRETE KERB

Paving Type 6: Permeable surfaces.
Natural stabiliser paving.

PERMEABLE PAVING - STABILISERAESTHETIC POLISHED ASPHALT RESIN BOUND

Paving Type 4: Sidewalks, raised table 
Concrete slabs, brushed

CONCRETE PAVING - BRUSHEDGRASSCRETE

100 mm wide 
white concrete
100x2000x200 mm

NARROW CONCRETE KERB 

4.0 palette
material palette

marina promenade
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CYCLE STAND RANGE

101

HC2089 CYCLE STAND RANGE

100

HC2090 CYCLE STAND RANGE

75
0 

m
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250 mm

1000 mm

90
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m
m

300 mm

1400 mm

HC2089 Cycle Stand HC2090 Cycle Stand

HC2089 Cycle Stand Product Specifications:
•  Stainless steel sheffield style cycle stand.
•  316 grade stainless steel.
•  1000x1000mm.
•  Pipe is 50mm with a 2mm thickness.
•  750mm overground level and 250mm underground level.
•  Brushed Finish.

Fitting: Root fixed underground level in concrete.

Concrete Foundations: Recommended concrete
foundation 400x400x150mm per support.

Options Available:
•  Also available in galvanised steel and powder coated.
•  Base plates are available if required.
•  Matches HC2061 or HC2062 Bollard, see page 79/80.
•  Other sizes also available.

HC2090 Cycle Stand Product Specifications:
•  Stainless steel curved cycle stand with cast stainless steel 
   angled cap and painted upright.
•  316 grade stainless steel.
•  Vertical pipe is 108mm dia with a 4mm thickness and 
   curved pipe is 50mm with a 2mm thickness.
•  900mm overground level and 300mm underground level.
•  Vertical pipe is powder coat finish, as we manufacture all 
   our products in house we can arrange any colour 
   combination you require, see our colour palette section 
   on page 109.

Fitting: Root fixed underground level in concrete.

Concrete Foundations: Recommended concrete
foundation 400x400x150mm per support.

Options Available:
•  Base plates are available if required.
•  Matches HC2067 Bollard see page 84.

Robust in place, discreet when lowered
Furnitubes’ range of telescopic bollards provide a robust security solution when raised into their upright 

position and minimal visual intrusion when lowered into the ground. The range comprises a variety of 

specification, shape, size and material options to suit many different applications - from prevention of 

unauthorised use of car parking spaces, through to protection against vehicular attacks. The bollards are 

designed with ease of use in mind - they are raised and locked into place with the integral high security 

lock in mere seconds. When not in use the posts are completely concealed in a ground socket with a 

hinged lid, which when lowered will protect against light rain and dirt ingress and also provides flush-

fitting surface that does not present a trip hazard. If you require advice as to which model is best for your 

application, please contact our sales department who will be happy to discuss the options available and 

recommend the most appropriate product.

T E L E S C O P I C  B O L L A R D S
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www.furnitubes.com tel: 0208 378 3200
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STREETLIFE mod. Olympic Wave Crosswise

3000x1160x47 mm dept
double backrest and armrest
material: red colored stainless steel
structure and hardwood 100% FSC 

PUNTO DESIGN mod. Sun lounger 

1855x600x915 mm
material: galvanized steel, powder coating, 
wood

STREETLIFE mod. Olympic Wave

3000x600x47 mm  dept
backrest and armrest
material: red colored stainless steel
structure and hardwood 100% FSC 

NOLA mod. Långbordet

Modular Furniture System
Length: 140 cm
Width: Bredd bord 75 cm
Height: 75 cm (Sitting: 45 cm)

STREETLIFE mod. Olympic Wave

Ø 3,5m – 1100x50x47 cm
material: stainless steel
structure and hardwood 100% FSC

TWO-SIDE BENCH

LOUNGER

ONE-SIDE BENCH PICNIC TABLESCIRCULAR BENCH

EMU mod. Luxemburg

METAL CHAIRS AND TABLES BIKE PARKINGS BOLLARDS

HARTECAST mod. HC2089-Cycle-Stand FURNITUBES mod. Telescopic bollard

4.0 palette
site fixtures palette
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Sunny meadow planting Woodland understory Bulbs addictions

4.0 palette
soft landscape palette
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