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Comments from Cork Nature Network (CNN) on the PUBLIC CONSULTATION - Cork City Development Plan 2022-2028.
CNN acknowledges a well-developed narrative in the draft Plan regards biodiversity, but we suggest these need developing further to explicitly halt the loss and restore biodiversity and that there is a major gap to be filled in delivery arrangements.
In this way CNN supports important statements regards biodiversity in the draft Plan, including:
· Strategic Objective 5: Green & Blue Infrastructure, Open Space and Biodiversity. Manage and enhance green and blue infrastructure, to protect and promote biodiversity, ecology and habitat connectivity, protect natural areas, enhance landscape character and maritime heritage, and manage access to green and blue spaces that provide recreation, amenity and natural areas.
· Table 6.2: Biodiversity. The biodiversity of Cork City encompasses all the natural elements in the city and their interaction with each other. New development can create biodiversity-rich green and blue infrastructure by retaining and enhancing existing trees, plants and providing new wildlife corridors, buffer zones, ‘stepping stones’ or green bridges. This creates connectivity for flora and fauna species and natural movement and migration through the green and blue infrastructure network. The ‘Biodiversity and the Natural Environment’ section below sets out in more detail how this important consideration will be addressed in Cork City.
· Table 6.3: Rewilding, Rewetting and Reafforestation Projects: Support actions and projects that promote and deliver rewilding, rewetting and reafforestation in Cork City to create best practice GBI asset that benefit communities, health and the environment and enhance species richness using ecologically- friendly management.
· Objective 6.25 Non-designated Areas of Biodiversity Importance Cork City Council will seek to map the City’s ecological networks and corridors of local biodiversity value outside of designated areas, and to work with local stakeholders in supporting the effective management of features which are important for wild flora and fauna and habitats.
However, we note delivery is largely assigned (e.g. in para 6.59) to The Cork City Heritage and Biodiversity Plan (2021-2026) [….is currently in preparation and will be the third Heritage and Biodiversity Plan for Cork City. The overall aim of the Heritage and Biodiversity Plan is to protect, enhance and promote the heritage and biodiversity of Cork city….]. CNN in its comments on the consultation draft of the City Heritage and Biodiversity Plan concluded it will almost certainly do too little to achieve what’s necessary in this biodiversity crisis (or realise the benefits that more biodiversity would offer for the people and businesses of the City).  This is CNNs test of the draft Cork City Development Plan 2022-2028 – will it offer certainty that biodiversity outcomes in 2028 will result in more not less biodiversity across the City? We don’t believe it will in its current form. 
CNN believes a much more proactive and positive approach by Cork City Council in the Development Plan policies and text is necessary to secure positive outcomes for biodiversity. Thus, we propose that amendments should be made in the policies of the new Development Plan – it should have overarching gaols that explicitly seek to:
· Halt the loss of biodiversity.
· See its restoration on a significant scale - so that the City is better endowed with nature and is one where everyone can benefit from this. Both in built development and in green and blue spaces. 
· The City in the next version of the Development Plan should adopt outcome-based (or results-based) polices and actions for a biodiversity-rich Cork. As examples of outcomes that could be adopted: Cork as Irelands most biodiversity-rich City; the creation of 20 (?) new biodiversity-rich public spaces; ensuring that 100 percent of Corkonians have free and easy access to high quality biodiversity-rich green space; connect 100 percent of Cork’s children to nature; additional 10,000+ m2 of green roofs; full protection (& celebration) of healthy trees; more nature-friendly buildings for example so birds (swifts, swallows, etc) can nest more easily; bourgeoning biodiversity-rich green space with the municipal budget for it increasing correspondingly; all Parks with a 1000 species; all neighbourhoods with their own designated area for ‘wilderness’.
· Leverage new resources to deliver much more biodiversity action and do this by developing partnerships with both the private and state sectors to co-fund activity. Ambition and leadership will be crucial to building these partnership approaches. 
· We note the intent in Objective 6.25 (see above) seek to map the City’s ecological networks but ask that this is urgently brought forward and presented in ‘Mapped Objectives’ documentation to support the next version of the Development Plan. We believe this can be achieved fast with the right resources. 

CNN stands very ready to help, advise, and otherwise engage in the development of a much more ambitious new Plan. We believe there is a wealth of guidance and good practice available elsewhere and that this can easily be captured and built into the Plan.

Mark Robins
For Cork Nature Network









